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Telangana reviews drought preparedness, 
pushes crop diversification amid EI Nino

 Hyderabad, Aug 7 (UNI) 
Telangana Ministers N. Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy, Tum-
mala Nageswara Rao and 
Jupally Krishna Rao, along 
with Chief Secretary Sanjay 
Jaju, on Friday directed Dis-
trict Collectors to implement 
contingency crop plans and 
promote crop diversification 
in view of the prevailing El 
Niño conditions and the India 

Meteorological Department’s 
(IMD) forecast of deficient 
rainfall. During a video con-
ference with District Collec-
tors from the Secretariat, the 
Ministers reviewed the State’s 
preparedness to tackle pos-
sible rainfall deficiency and 
stressed the need for imme-
diate implementation of con-
tingency measures. Irrigation 
Minister Uttam urged Collec-

tors to discourage excessive 
dependence on paddy culti-
vation and sensitise farmers 
on water availability and the 
risks of growing water-in-
tensive crops under deficient 
rainfall conditions. He direct-
ed district officials to conduct 
awareness programmes and 
encourage farmers to culti-
vate pulses, oilseeds, vegeta-
bles and horticultural crops as 
part of the State’s crop diver-
sification strategy. He also in-
structed that the contingency 
plan be implemented down to 
the mandal and village lev-
els with close coordination 
among agriculture and allied 
departments. Agriculture 
Minister Tummala directed 
Collectors to convene meet-
ings of the District Irrigation 
Advisory Boards at the earli-
est to assess water availabili-
ty in reservoirs and irrigation 
projects and communicate the 
position to farmers to help 
them plan crop cultivation 
accordingly. He stressed the 
need for close coordination 

between the Agriculture and 
Irrigation departments for 
effective implementation of 
the contingency crop plan. 
During the meeting, Special 
Chief Secretary (Panchayat 
Raj) Dana Kishore briefed 
officials on the construction 
of integrated farm ponds 
through Self-Help Groups 
and urged Collectors to ex-
pedite water conservation 
works. The implementation 
of the Vanamahotsavam pro-
gramme was also reviewed. 
Civil Supplies Commissioner 
Stephen Ravindra informed 
the meeting that Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy would 
launch the Smart Ration Card 
distribution programme at 
Sangareddy on August 15. 
Panchayat Raj and Rural 
Development Special Chief 
Secretary Dana Kishore, 
Principal Secretary Ahmed 
Nadeem, Agriculture Sec-
retary Surendra Mohan and 
other senior officials partici-
pated in the video conference. 

Teaching traditions 
beyond Textbooks: 
Bonalu Celebrations 
at St. Martin’s High 
School, Hyderabad.

  
Hyderabad, August 8: 

St. Martin’s High School, 
Chintal, celebrated the Tel-
angana traditional festival of 
Bonalu with great devotion 
and enthusiasm, highlighting 
the importance of preserving 
cultural heritage alongside 
academic learning.  School 
Principal Mrs. Rohini Remel-
la, along with coordinators 
and students, offered Bonam 
to Goddess Mahankali. The 
celebrations featured vibrant 
Potharaju dances and lively 
Kolattam performances by 
students, creating a festive 
atmosphere on the school 
campus.  Addressing the 
students, Principal Rohini 
Remella explained the sig-
nificance of Bonam as a tra-
ditional offering made with 
devotion to Goddess Mah-
ankali. She stressed the need 

for students to understand, 
respect and preserve the cul-
tural traditions and heritage 
of Telangana.  The celebra-
tions reflected the school’s 
philosophy that education 
extends beyond textbooks 
and technological advance-
ment. While equipping stu-
dents with modern knowl-
edge and skills, St. Martin’s 
High School also focuses on 
connecting them with their 
cultural roots and traditional 
values.  Such celebrations, 
she said, provide students 
an opportunity to experience 
and appreciate customs and 
traditions, fostering a sense 
of pride in their rich cultur-
al heritage.  The programme 
concluded with the National 
Anthem, leaving students and 
staff with a memorable ex-
perience of devotion, culture 
and togetherness.

Weavers as Important as Farmers: MLA Anil 
Kumar Reddy

Yadadri Bhuvanagiri, 
August 8: 

Tanduri Ganesh
The Visionary News
Bhongir MLA Kumbam Anil 
Kumar Reddy said handloom 
weavers were as important 
to the nation as farmers and 
called for concerted efforts 
to strengthen the traditional 
handloom sector. The district 
observed National Handloom 
Day-2026 with a Handloom 
Walk from Raigir Cross roads 
to the District Collectorate. 

Around 400 weavers partici-
pated in the walk. The main 
programme was inaugurated 
by Anil Kumar Reddy, Dis-
trict Collector Anurag Jayan-
thi, Municipal Chairperson 
Srivani Ravikumar, Library 
Chairman Avez Chishti and 
Padma Shri awardee Chin-
takindi Mallesham. A new 
QR Code-based authentica-
tion system was unveiled for 
handloom products, particu-
larly Pochampally Ikat. The 
code will provide details of 

the weaver, geo-tag number, 
warp and weft, address, yarn 
and other production details. 
The initiative is aimed at pro-
tecting genuine Pochampal-
ly Ikat from machine-made 
duplicates and enhancing its 
brand value in national and 
international markets. Anil 
Kumar Reddy said the QR 
Code would give individual 
weavers recognition and help 
consumers identify genuine 
handloom products. He also 
announced plans to establish 
a Design Centre at Pocham-
pally with the support of 
United Way of Hyderabad, 
enabling weavers to access 
modern designs locally. Col-
lector Anurag Jayanthi said 
Pochampally Ikat already had 
a strong national brand iden-
tity and the QR Code would 
further strengthen its authen-
ticity and marketability. He 
urged weavers to utilise gov-
ernment welfare schemes and 

adopt modern designs and 
technology to expand into in-
ternational markets. An MoU 
was signed between United 
Way of Hyderabad and the 
Handlooms and Textiles De-
partment for design develop-
ment initiatives at Pocham-
pally. Senior weavers and 
winners of an essay-writing 
competition were felicitated 
on the occasion. A cheque of 
3.29 crore was handed over 
under the Nethanna Bharo-
sa Scheme, while cheques 
worth 19.24 crore were dis-
tributed under the Handloom 
Loan Waiver Scheme. Han-
dlooms and Textiles Depart-
ment Officer Srinivas, United 
Way Hyderabad representa-
tives Rekha Srinivasan and 
Ananthika Singh, ZP CEO 
Shobharani, elected represen-
tatives, cooperative society 
leaders and handloom associ-
ation representatives attended 
the programme.

‘Experience Pochampally’ 
showcases Ikat and Rural Heritage

Yadadri Bhuvanagiri, 
August 8: 

Tanduri Ganesh
The Visionary News
A pilot tourism programme, 
‘Experience Pochampally’, 
was organised at Pochampal-

ly on Saturday on the direc-
tions of the District Collec-
tor to promote the village’s 
famous Ikat tradition, cul-
ture and rural lifestyle. Miss 
Asia, Reshmi Thakur, senior 
officials of multinational 

companies, France Consul-
ate representatives and social 
media representatives par-
ticipated in the programme. 
Visitors were given a tradi-
tional welcome at the Po-
champally Tourism Park with 
Ikat yarn garlands and tilak. 
Local guides explained the 
history of Pochampally Ikat, 
the functioning of frame and 
pit looms, and the process 
of making Ikat fabric from 
yarn to finished cloth. The 
visitors also visited weav-
ers’ homes, witnessed the 
weaving process and inter-
acted with the weaving com-
munity. They were served a 
traditional Telangana lunch 
before visiting agricultural 
fields at Shivareddygudem, 
where they participated in 

games and interacted with 
farm workers. The visitors 
appreciated Pochampally’s 
weaving heritage, food, tra-
ditions and rural experience. 
Officials said the initiative 
would help promote Pocham-
pally as a rural tourism desti-
nation and give greater global 
recognition to its iconic Ikat. 
Assistant Director, Hand-
looms and Textiles, Yadadri 
A. Srinivasa Rao, along with 
department staff and tourism 
representatives, supervised 
the programme. Municipal 
Chairman Tadaka Venkate-
sham, Cooperative Society 
President Bharata Lava Ku-
mar, Urban Bank Chairman 
Tadaka Ramesh and others 
participated

No water crisis in Palamuru projects, BRS 
spreading false propaganda: Jupally

 Hyderabad, Aug 7 (UNI) 

Telangana Tourism, Culture, 
Archaeology and Excise 
Minister Jupally Krishna 

Rao on Friday dismissed the 
BRS’ allegations over irriga-
tion projects in the erstwhile 
Palamuru district, asserting 
that water is being released 

to Jurala, Nettempadu, Bhi-
ma and Koilsagar projects 
strictly according to technical 
plans despite deficient rain-
fall caused by El Nino. Ad-
dressing a press conference 
at the Secretariat along with 
MLAs Madhusudan Reddy 
and Veerlapalli Shankar and 
senior irrigation officials, the 
Minister said inflows into the 
reservoirs were improving 
due to rains in upstream areas 
and that irrigation officials 
were managing water releas-
es scientifically. He accused 
BRS leaders of creating un-
necessary commotion at proj-
ect sites to mislead the public 
and claim political credit. 
Rejecting allegations that the 
Congress government was 
neglecting irrigation projects 
in Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy’s home region, Jupal-
ly said the government was 
committed to completing all 
pending irrigation works in 
the erstwhile Palamuru dis-
trict, including the Palamu-
ru-Rangareddy Lift Irrigation 
Scheme, to provide irrigation 

water to farmers. The Minis-
ter alleged that the previous 
BRS government failed to 
complete several major irri-
gation projects, including the 
Palamuru-Rangareddy and 
Kalwakurthy lift schemes, 
and neglected projects such 
as Gattu and Thummilla. He 
also accused the previous 
regime of failing to protect 
Telangana’s rightful share of 
Krishna river waters. Advis-
ing farmers to opt for alterna-
tive crops recommended by 
agriculture officials in view 
of the El Niño conditions, 
Jupally said the government 
was taking all necessary mea-
sures to meet irrigation and 
drinking water requirements. 
He also dismissed the BRS’ 
allegations on crop procure-
ment and bonuses as baseless 
and assured that irrigation 
projects in the Palamuru re-
gion would be completed on 
priority. 

TGSRTC showcases 
digital, green mobility 
initiatives at UITP 
India Bus Conference 
2026

 Hyderabad/New Delhi, 
Aug 7 (UNI) 

Telangana State Road Trans-
port Corporation (TGSRTC) 
showcased its initiatives in 
sustainable and technolo-
gy-driven public transport 
at the two-day UITP India 
Bus Conference 2026, which 
concluded in New Delhi on 
Friday. TGSRTC Vice-Chair-
man and Managing Director 
Y Nagi Reddy, who partic-
ipated in the conference as 
Convener, presented the cor-
poration’s reforms aimed at 
improving financial sustain-
ability, operational efficien-
cy and passenger services. 
He highlighted measures to 
expand the use of electric 
buses, strengthen digital pas-
senger services and enhance 
the overall efficiency of 
public transport in Telanga-
na. The international confer-
ence focused on developing 
an eco-friendly, technolo-
gy-driven urban bus transport 
system, with discussions 
centred on electric bus opera-
tions, charging infrastructure, 

digital payment systems and 
smart mobility solutions. Ex-
perts also deliberated on the 
use of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) for predictive mobili-
ty, integration of metro, bus 
and auto services through the 
National Common Mobility 
Card (NCMC) and the MaaS 
2.0 platform, and the intro-
duction of Wi-Fi and digital 
ticketing for passengers. Par-
ticipants also discussed strat-
egies to achieve net-zero car-
bon emissions through 100 
per cent electric bus fleets, 
financing through green 
bonds and low-interest loans, 
and strengthening transport 
corporations through adver-
tising, public-private partner-
ships and data monetisation. 
Future mobility concepts 
such as autonomous shuttles 
and urban air mobility also 
came up for discussion. Man-
aging Directors of various 
State Road Transport Corpo-
rations, policymakers, inter-
national delegates, industry 
leaders and startup represen-
tatives attended. 


